
AAPA 
 in Focus

Members Drive Quality and Innovation

At AAPA, we work with members to deliver better solutions 
to meet the nation’s requirements for smooth safe and well 
maintained roads. 

We help members understand and take advantage of 
technological advances and new ways of working through 
our key pillars of technology and leadership, safety and 
sustainability, training and knowledge, and communications 
and outreach.

In 2016, AAPA members and strategic partners drove 
industry innovation while delivering consistent quality 
outcomes and exceptional work. 

A prime example was in NSW where AAPA members  
helped to provide innovative alternative solutions towards 
the sustainable remediation of old failed rigid pavements  
that are critical to the national freight task and carry very 
high numbers of vehicles. 

A crack seat and overlay solution under active consideration 
from an early industry engagement workshop facilitated by 
the SRA would revolutionise the efficiency of delivery of high 
quality full depth asphalt perpetual pavements to Australia’s 
largest freight networks. 

Flexible perpetual pavements are the smart roads  
of the future – technology enabled for smart vehicles  
and next generation driverless technology.

The rollout of EME2 specifications for the delivery  
and integration of a new high strength, high rut resistance  
and high fatigue-resistant product for Australian conditions 
is complete in three States and will soon be harmonised 
nationally. EME2 is being utilised on major highway 
projects as a preferred pavement structural layer. 

The first series of AAPA Tech Talks have been  
delivered across Australia to provide road designers  
and practitioners with the tools they need to design  
and build EME2 pavements.

Industry advocacy in 2016 focused on increasing 
permissible RAP content, solar roads and embracing smart 
technologies in readiness for smart vehicles and to support 
road worker safety and road construction. These are key 
elements of our plan to deliver safe and sustainable  
flexible pavements.



Industry Achievements
In 2016 we held five gala dinners around Australia to celebrate the achievements  
of our members at a State and National level in five award categories.  
Congratulations to our following winners.

Safety Initiatives Award (Individual)
Nominees
QLD State Winner Azeem Remtulla, SAMI Bitumen Technologies
VIC State Winner David Snape, Fulton Hogan
SA State Winner Ben Richards, Boral
WA State Winner John Menehira, Westcoast Profilers
NSW State Winner Fulton Hogan, Minto Workshop & Jim Appleby, Downer

2016 National Winner 
Safety – Fulton Hogan’s David Snape for the ‘Hoon Alert’

Emerging Leader Award (Individual)
Nominees
QLD State Winner Ian Clarke, Downer
VIC State Winner Matthew Howarth, Boral
SA State Winner James Lemon, Downer
WA State Winner Hossein Asadi, ARRB
NSW State Winner Scott Hourigan, Downer

2016 National Winner  
Emerging Leader – James Lemon, Downer 

Innovation Award (Company)
Nominees
QLD State Winner Downer – TonerPave
VIC State Winner Downer – Toner Seal
SA State Winner Boral – A5E Stone Mastic Asphalt
WA State Winner Colas – EcoPrime Trials
NSW State Winner Downer – Victoria Avenue in the City of Canada Bay

2016 National Winner  
Innovation – Downer, Victoria Avenue in the City of Canada Bay

Outstanding Project Award (Company)
Nominees
QLD State Winner Boral – Legacy Way Tunnel and Western Freeway
VIC State Winner Downer – Avalon Airport
SA State Winner Fulton Hogan – Adelaide Airport
WA State Winner Boral Asphalt – Gateway WA
NSW State Winner Downer – Majura Parkway Project

2016 National Winner 
Outstanding Project – Boral, Legacy Way Tunnel  
and Western Freeway Upgrade Project

Industry Leadership Award (Individual)
Nominees
QLD State Winner David Smale, Astec
VIC State Winner Peter Curl, Fulton Hogan
SA State Winner Steve Ainscow, Downer
WA State Winner Con Rimpas, Pavement Analysis
NSW State Winner Azeem Remtulla, SAMI Bitumen Technologies

2016 National Winner  
Industry Leadership – Azeem Remtulla, SAMI Bitumen Technologies

Distinguished Service Award
Fulton Hogan’s Tony Aloisio



Technology and Leadership

This year Dr Erik Denneman joined AAPA as Director 
of Technology and Leadership, strengthening the 
association’s technology outreach and influence.

Erik previously led the ARRB Pavement Technology and Asset Management 
team in Brisbane, and has worked in the Netherlands, South Africa, the US, 
and Australia since 2012.

Technology highlights in 2016:
• International Knowledge Transfer tour to Europe (see below)
•  Completing tehnology transfer of EME2 from Europe, which will enable  

road builders to incorporate smart technologies in Australian roads
•  AAPA national model specification for EME2 issued
•  Coordinating developments under the newly structured national technology 

and leadership committee such as national EME2 specifications and 
perpetual pavement design

•  Installation of the National Technology and Leadership Committee to 
coordinate the activites of industry experts in the various AAPA working groups

•  Perpetual pavement design concepts now actively being considered for  
for major infrastructure projects

•  AAPA members involved in the development of a national asphalt 
specification for airports. 

In 2017, AAPA’s technology focus will be on wider use of tyre derived  
crumb rubber technology, further entrenchment of the perpetual  
pavement design philosophy, performance related asphalt mix  
design and reinforcing the best practice in spray seal technology.

International Knowledge 
Transfer – Europe 
Twenty delegates from a cross-section of the industry visited Britain, 
France, Germany and the Czech Republic in this year’s AAPA 
International Knowledge Transfer tour.

The group investigated key issues for Australia’s future smart road 
network including:
• Innovative asphalt and spray seal technology
• Safer working procedures
• Improved design concepts
• New asset management and stewardship approaches.

Key learnings were rolled out in knowledge series events in every  
State in 2016. The next International Knowledge Transfer tour  
will take place in 2018.



AAPA believes strongly in putting safety first. This year we 
established a national Safety and Sustainability Committee,  
chaired by Board member Mr Tony Aloisio, which set a target  
for the Australian industry to be a global safety leader.

The National Workshop Series showcased the future of road  
worker safety with a virtual visualisation of airborne drones,  
robots and human controllers working together. 

AAPA members delivered papers at the Australian Road Safety 
Conference in Canberra and AAPA member Alan Hay from the 
Boylan Group won a national award for road safety.

In addition, several of our training programs have a renewed  
focus on safety, especially for road construction crews.

AAPA’s strategic partner Colas attracted much attention for its world-
first revolutionary solar road technology. We have begun discussing 
potential pilot projects for solar roads with several local councils.

The national Safety and Sustainability Committee believes that 
sustainability of Australian roads will deliver substantial cost savings 
for taxpayers and the industry. To this end, the committee is working 
to ensure that Australian roads are made entirely of recycled 
materials using innovative initiatives such as crumb technology.

Our vision is to identify and roll out safe, smart and clean  
solutions now to avoid next generation problems in the flexible 
pavements sector. 

Safety and Sustainability
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Coletek’s robotic solution for traffic 
management at roadworks.

National Workshop Series Panel 
answer questions from the 
audience in Victoria



Training and Knowledge Transfer

AAPA’s training and knowledge transfer meets the needs 
and challenges of a changing and innovative industry.
AAPA has a range of courses designed to improve workplace 
safety and increase the skills and knowledge of technical and 
operational employees, particularly about new ways of working 
and updated product specifications. 

We offer public courses (for both members and others) as 
well as courses customised to meet the needs of particular 
members including a national competency unit.

A total of 950 employees from our member companies 
attended 45 courses across Australia.

Safety snaps
In 2016 AAPA developed a new safety training program using 
leading edge gaming technology to simulate hazards and create 
situation awareness.

The program, known as Safety Training Snaps, was developed 
in response to member companies who said they wanted to be 
able to measure employees’ knowledge retention in hazardous 
situations.

Employees use tablets to undertake the Safety Training Snaps, 
which create virtual roadworks sites and hazards in 3D. 

The initial Safety Training Snap was trialled successfully  
in Wollongong in August. In 2017/18, more Snaps will be rolled  
out for members.

New and revised courses  
to meet future challenges

Consistent with member feedback, we revised several of 
our courses to meet industry requirements, update technical 
specifications and comply with nationally recognised 
competencies.  

We began developing a verification of competency assessment 
process that will be measurable and harmonised across Australia, 
and started work on a national roadworker skills matrix. 

This year our courses featured industry experts and specialists 
who presented topics of special interest including those arising 
from our international knowledge tour.

In 2017/18 we will roll out an emerging leaders course for 
prospective supervisors and team leaders, and an industry-
specific Laboratory Operations course (Certificate 3 and 4). 
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The Future Path

Our focus in 2017/18 will be to 
help members promote the rollout 
of innovative technologies and 
approaches such as perpetual 
pavements, crumb rubber, bitumen 
and emulsion stabilisation of 
granular bases, and a new  
asphalt-mixed design process.

Our priorities will be to:
• Strengthen the industry’s safety performance
•  Improve sustainability especially through using recycled 

materials in roads
•  Further develop industry partnerships with local government
•  Promote the benefits of our International Knowledge Transfer 

program
•  Work hard with our members and strategic partners in the 

airport sector
• Provide broader, deeper training and career pathways.

The highlight will be the AAPA International Conference 
on Flexible Pavements: Roads of the Future – Embracing 
Disruption from 13-16 August in Melbourne. A host of 
international speakers and the best Australian experience  
make this a ‘must’ event for the whole industry.

Head Office 
Unit 2, 20-26 Sabre Drive 
Port Melbourne, VIC 3207 
T (03) 8416 4500 
E admin@aapa.asn.au

aapa.asn.au

Thank you to our Strategic Partners

In 2016, our National Foundation Partners, State Series Champions 
and National Workshop Series Sponsors provided great support and 
leadership with our key technology and advocacy campaigns.

17th Aapa international 
Flexible pavements 
Conference 2017
Melbourne Convention 
and Exhibition Centre

13-16 august conference.aapa.asn.au


